MARIN POETRY CENTER ANTHOLOGY: CODE OF ETHICS:

The editors of the Marin Poetry Center Anthology and its board of directors believe that the intent to act ethically is based upon the transparency of the process of submission and selection of the poems submitted by its members. To that end the following is an outline of the selection process:

1. The submissions, whether they are sent by regular mail or by computer, are opened first by a third party who is neither a member of the Marin Poetry Center nor a judge of the poems submitted. The poems and the cover letter are separated and a numerical code is imprinted on all pages. All identifying marks are deleted before the poems are given to the editor of the MPC anthology.

2. Paper copies or electronic attachments of the poems are forwarded to three readers; the Editor, the Associate Editor and a poet who lives outside the Bay Area and who is not a member of the poetry center. His or her identity is kept secret until the anthology is in print.

3. Each reader is asked to read each poem a least two times in the first round and to write on each poem either Yes, No or Maybe.

4. All poems that receive two or three Yes votes go on to the second round file, poems that receive one Yes and one Maybe vote are discussed among the three readers and a decision is made at that meeting to either put them in the first round file or to decline them, and poems that receive two or three No votes are declined. 

5. If either the Editor or the Associate Editor recognizes the author of a poem(s) they declare that after their vote is made known. If there is a split vote, their vote is thrown out. In the unlikely situation where both the Editor and the Associate Editor recognize the author, the non-affiliated reader will decide whether the poem or poems move on to the second round and if they will be included in the anthology.

6. Each year the Editor invites poets who have read at MPC poetry events or who are well known poets, to submit five poems to the anthology, of which MPC guarantees to publish at least two. In the past MPC has published poems by Al Young, Kay Ryan, Jane Hirshfield, Brenda Hillman and others.

